MOSLEM -SCHISMS AND SECTS

that the community of al-Dahriyah and the Christians, and
the Zindiks, become dust in the end. He also< claimed that
the next world is only the abode of reward or punishment,
so for the one who died as a child, or who knows Allah by
necessity, there is no virtue for which they deserve a re-
waid, nor sin for which they deserve punishment. Thus
they become dust, since they have no share in reward or
punishment.

Thamamah's second heresy is his view that generated
acts are acts without an author. This error leads to the de-
nial of the creator of the world, because if it is true that
one deed can exist without a doer, it is possible for every
deed to exist without a doer, and then one could not prove
the existence of the doer from the deeds, nor would the
creation of the world be a proof of its creator. This would
be similar to the assertion that there could be writing with-
out a WI*iter; or erasing without one who erases, or a build-
ing without a builder. It might be said to him: "According
to you then, the word of man is a deed without a doer.
Why do you then blame man for his lies and his words of
unbelief, since, according to you, he is not the author of his
act of lying, or his words of unbelief ?"

Among his shameful heresies Thamamah used also to
say that the abode of Islam was the abode of polytheism.
Moreover, he forbade captivity because the captive, accord-
ing to him, could not have disobeyed his Lord, not having
known: him. According to him, also, rebellion is possible
only for him who knows his Lord by necessity and then
denies him, or rebels against him. From this assertion, it
follows that he confesses himself a son of adultery because
he belonged to the freedmen, while his mother was a cap-
tive, and to enter in to one who could not be a captive, ac-
cording to the law governing capture, is adultery. His
children are therefore children of adultery. Thamajmah's
heresy about this matter suited his pedigree.
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